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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The Amendment received March 10, 2006 has been entered. Claims 1, 2, 4-15 and 17-28 
remain pending in this application. Applicant's Remarks provided in pages 8-9 of the 
Amendment has been fully considered; and this Office action is in response thereto. 

Amendment Practice 

2. The Amendments To The Claims section of the Amendment does not comply with the 
Requirements of 37 CFR 1.121; wherein, the canceled claims must be indicated by only the 
claim number and status, without presenting the text of the claims. For example: 

Claim 3 (canceled). 
Claim 16 (canceled). 

For the purpose of this Office action, the "Claim listing" of claims 3 and 16 that complies 
with the requirements of 37 CFR 1.121 has been waived. However, an Amendment that does 
comply with the requirements of 37 CFR 1.121 is required in response to this Office action. 
See MPEP§ 714.03. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed March 10, 2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argued that applicant's claimed invention as recited in each of the independent 
claims 1,8, 18, and 23 requires: dividing and physically applying a decorative element to a 
window covering; wherein, the selection appears continuous across the first window covering 
section and the second window covering section when the window covering section is in either 
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an open position or a closed position ; whereas, the prior art references, the Fenton, Ringland, and 
Krinsky patents, either alone or in combination, fail to discloses dividing the element across 
window covering sections so that the element appears continuous whether the covering is open 
or closed as claimed. Particularly, Krinsky discloses dividing a decorative element across 
wallpaper panels such that: . . ."a coherent visual image . . .to provide a complete picture"; also, 
Krinsky discloses not using individual panels or portions of panels, yet maintaining some 
combination contiguous panels to produce a coherent image. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees because of the following reasons: 
Firstly, in response to applicant's argument that the Krinsky patent fail to show certain features 
of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., "using 
individual panels or portion of panels ... to produce a coherent image") are not recited in the 
rejected claims; although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims; See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1 181, 26 
USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993); 

Secondly, Krinsky patent is relied upon for the teachings of: a decorative element data ("a digital 
image") corresponding to a decorative element ("a design") is selected by a customer; the 
decorative element data is then divided ("modified") to produce a customized digital image; the 
customized design ("subdesign") is then converted to a visual image that is printed onto suitable 
substrate for wallpaper; see col. 1, line 50 to col. 2, line 15. Krinsky further teaches that the 
customer may select a number of panels, and different portions of the design that are 
corresponding to different sections of each of the panels are selected; and then the selected 
portions are printed onto a suitable substrate for displaying as a complete decorative element that 
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appears continuous across sections of the panels arranged side by side in proper sequence for use 
as a decorative wallpaper (Krinsky teaches that a customer selects a design "A", see Fig. 3 A; the 
customer modifies the selected design "A" by dividing design "A" into 4 equal portions 
corresponding to 4 equal middle sections (20) of the first 4 panels among a total of 6 panels 
using a computer as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 3B; wherein, each of the panel comprising an upper 
section 10, a middle section 20, and a lower section 30, as illustrated in Fig. 1 ; and then the 4 
equal portions of the selected design "A" are printed onto a suitable substrate for displaying as a 
complete decorative element that appears continuous across sections of the panels arranged side 
by side in proper sequence for use as a wall coverings; see col. 1, line 45 to col. 2, line 15; and 
col. 3, line 24 to col. 4, line 4;. The combinations of the prior art references, the Fenton, 
Ringland, Thomas and Krinsky patents teach all the claimed elements and limitations as claimed 
invention; see the rejections discussed below; and 

Finally, applicant's argument is directed to the newly added claimed elements and limitations, 
which were not previously cited, as follows: dividing and physically applying a decorative 
element to a window covering; wherein, the selection appears continuous across the first window 
covering section and the second window covering section when the window covering section is in 
either an open position or a closed position, which are taught by the Krinsky, Fenton, and 
Ringland references as discussed hereinafter. 

Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) because 
reference character "17" has been used to designate both "Magazine 17" and "Printer 17" (see 
Fig. 1; the "Printer 17" should be changed to --Printer 15--, see Paragraph [0023], page 7 of the 
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Specification). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the 
sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing 
date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

5. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the: "a first portion", "a first window 
covering section", "a second portion", "a second window covering section", "the selection 
appears continuous across the first window covering section and the second window covering 
section when the window covering section is in either an open position or a closed position", 
"the window covering section is in an open position", and "the window covering section is in a 
closed position" must be shown or the features canceled from the claims. No new matter should 
be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
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be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

6. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). 

The following claimed terms and/ or phrases do not appear in the specification: 
"a first portion", "a first window covering section", "a second portion", "a second window 
covering section", and "the selection appears continuous across the first window covering 
section and the second window covering section when the window covering section is in either 
an open position or a closed position". 

Corrections are required in response to this Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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8. Claims 1, 2, 4-11, 15, 17, 18 and 20-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rnnsky (U.S. Patent No. 6,354,212) in view of Fenton et al (U.S. Patent No. 
6,343,264, hereinafter referred as "Fenton"). 

Re claim 1, Rrinsky teaches a method of applying a decorative element to a window 
covering, the method comprising the steps of: providing decorative element data corresponding 
to a decorative element (Krinsky teaches: providing "a digital image", see col. 1, lines 46-48); 
dividing the selected decorative element data into a first portion corresponding to a first window 
covering section of the window covering and a second portion corresponding to a second 
window covering section of the window covering (Krinsky, Figs 1, 3 A and 3B, teaches: a 
customer selects a design "A"; the customer creates a customized digital image or a "subdesign" 
of the selected design by dividing design "A" into 4 equal portions corresponding to 4 equal 
middle sections (20) of the first 4 panels selected among a total of 6 panels using a computer as 
illustrated in Figs. 1 and 3B; wherein, each of the panel comprising an upper section 10, a middle 
section 20, and a lower section 30, as illustrated in Fig. 1); physically applying the decorative 
element according to the decorative element data onto a suitable substrate; wherein the 
decorative element appears continuous across the first panel middle section and the second panel 
middle section when the window covering is in either an open position or a closed position 
(Krinsky teaches: the customized design ("subdesign") is then converted to a visual image by 
printing the customized design onto suitable substrate for displaying as a complete decorative 
element that appears continuous across middle sections of the selected 4 panels arranged side by 
side in proper sequence for use as a decoration for wallpaper; see col. 1, line 50 to col. 2, line 
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15). However, Krinsky does not teach expressly that the method steps are for applying a 
decorative element to a window covering in a retail store. 

Fenton teaches a system and method for a customer shopping for floor, wallpaper, and window 
coverings comprising the step of: providing decorative element data (color, col. 2, lines 28-50), 
and applying the decorative element according to the decorative element data to the window 
covering in a retail store (customer shopping at the dealer store; col. 1, lines 65-66; col. 6, line 
51-54; and col. 7, lines 28-33). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to utilize the selection process at the retail store as taught by Fenton in the Krinsky method steps 
because this would provide an improved and effective selection process to help the dealer and 
the customer to quickly and easily identify and to select a desired window covering product 
using the computer visualization program available at a retail dealer; see Fenton, Fig. 2; col. 10, 
lines 1-8. By this rationale, claim 1 is rejected. 

Re claim 2, Krinsky further teaches that the decorative element is an image; see Fig. 3 A. 

Re Claim 4, Fenton further teaches that the step of providing decorative element data 
includes scanning a sample provided by a customer; see col. 8, lines 51-54. 

Re claim 5, Fenton further teaches that the step of providing decorative element data 
includes reading an electronic file provided by the user; see col. 6, lines 30-42. 

Re claim 6, Fenton further teaches that the step of displaying the decorative element 
applied to the window covering on a monitor; see col. 7, line 60 to col. 8, line 21. 

Re claim 7, Krinsky teaches the step of physically applying the decorative element 
includes printing the decorative element onto a suitable substrate; see col. 1, lines 58-60. 
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Re claim 18, Krinsky teaches a system for applying a decorative element to a wall 
covering comprising the use of: a printer coupled to the computer and configured to print a 
selected decorative element onto a suitable substrate for use as a decorative wall covering; see 
Fig. 3B, col. 1, line 45 to col. 2, line 15; and col. 4, lines 46-50; and a computer program for 
distributing the selected decorative element across a surface of the wall covering (present the 
design on a display screen, step 50), dividing the selected decorative element between a first 
panel covering section and a second panel covering section, and rendering the selected 
decorative element onto an image of the wall covering to provide a visual image of the selected 
decorative element on the selected wall covering sample to the user; wherein the selection 
appears continuous across the first panel covering section and the second panel covering section 
when the panel covering is in either an open position or a closed position (customer selection and 
customization, steps 60 and 80; and the customized design is printed, step 90). 
Fenton teaches a system (30) for applying a decorative element to a window covering in a retail 
location, the system comprising: a computer device (32) configured to store and recall a 
decorative element data; see col. 7, lines 60-66); window covering data to display images of the 
selected decorative element applied to the window covering; means for user selection of a 
window covering sample (Fenton teaches that the computer program such as PhotoShop, 
ColorShop, display monitor (16), a digital camera, a color-analyzer (12), and a scanner (14) are 
used as a means for a customer to select a color, and then superimpose on a window covering 
sample presented on the computer screen for the customer to see; see col. 4, lines 13-18; col. 5, 
lines 47-55; col. 6, lines 6-17, lines 49-50, and lines 66-67); and a computer program for a 
customer to perform a selection process when shopping for window coverings at retailed store 
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(Fenton teaches the use of a computer program, such as PhotoShop program, see col. 1, line 63 
to col. 2, line 10; and col. 7, line 60 to col. 8, line 5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to utilize the computer program for performing a selection process at the retail store as taught by 
Fenton with the Krinsky computer system because this would provide an improved and effective 
selection process to help the dealer and the customer to quickly and easily identify and select a 
desired window covering product using the computer visualization program available at a retail 
dealer; see Fenton, Fig. 2; col. 10, lines 1-8. By this rationale, claim 18 is rejected. 

Re claim 17, Fenton further teaches that the system further comprising a scanner 
configured to spectrophotometrically measure a color sample; see col. 4, lines 35-52. 

Re claims 20-22, Krinsky further teaches the use of a printer, such as the ink-jet printer, 
which includes a magazine, which is an inherent element: "paper feeder trays", for feeding a 
paper substrate; and a curing apparatus, which is another inherent element: "air blower", for 
curing the selected decorative element printed on a suitable substrate, e.g., a paper; see col. 4, 
lines 46-50); and the decorative element is an image; see Fig. 3A. 

Re claims 23-27, which comprise similar claimed elements and limitations of claims 17, 
18 and 20-22, rephrased to recite: a memory, a display, and an input device for accepting choices 
from the user. As discussed in claim 18 above, Fenton teaches a system (30) for applying a 
decorative element to a window covering in a retail location, the system comprising: a computer 
system including: a processor (32), a display (16), a memory (e.g. RAM), and computer graphics 
program, such as PhotoShop, ColorShop, etc., configured for a customer to customize a window 
covering data to display images of the selected decorative element applied to the window 
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covering; see col. 4, lines 13-18; col. 5, lines 47-55; col. 6, lines 6-17, lines 49-50, and lines 66- 
67). Krinsky teaches that the decorative element is printed onto a suitable substrate; see col. 1, 
lines 58-60; wherein, the decorative element appears continuous across the first panel middle 
section and the second panel middle section when the window covering is in either an open 
position or a closed position; see the rejection of claim 1 discussed above. By this rationale, 
claims 23-27 are rejected on the same reasons set forth in claims 1, 17, 18 and 20-22 discussed 
above. 

Re claims 8-10, which are method claims corresponding to the apparatus claims 17, 18, 
22, and are therefore rejected on the same basis set forth in claims 17, 18 and 22 discussed 
above. 

Re claim 11, Fenton further teaches the step of scanning a sample; see col. 8, lines 51-54. 

Re claim 15, Fenton further teaches the step of displaying images includes rendering at 
least one decorative element onto a computer model of the window covering; see col. 9, lines 4- 
11. 

9. Claims 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Krinsky 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,354,212) in view of Fenton (U.S. Patent No. 6,343,264), hereinafter referred 
to as "Krinsky-Fenton", as applied to claims 1, 2, 4-1 1, 17, 18 and 20-27 above, and further in 
view of Ringland et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,122,391, hereinafter referred to as "Ringland"). 

Krinsky-Fenton teaches generally all except for the steps of: storing the 
searchable data compilation on a removable storage medium, which is a CD-ROM; and 
accessing a file containing the searchable data compilation. 
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Ringland teaches a method for applying a decorative element to a window covering, the method 
comprising the steps of: storing the searchable data compilation of decorative elements on a 
storage device, which is a removable CD-ROM (database on CD-ROM; see col. 12, lines 55-56); 
and accessing a file containing the searchable data compilation for selection a decorative element 
for viewing by a customer (GUI module, column 15, lines 45-46; and steps 408, 410, and 412; 
see Fig. 4). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to utilize the removable CD-ROM as taught by Ringland for storing searchable product database 
and files used in the Krinsky-Fenton system because this would provide a convenient and 
inexpensive way to hold a large number of color images, samples, and program files for 
enhancing the functionality and reliability of the selection process; see Ringland, col. 7, lines 45- 
60. Claims 12-14 are dependent upon the base claim 8, and are therefore rejected on the same 
reasons set forth in claim 8, and by the reasons discussed above. 
10. Claims 19 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
"Krinsky-Fenton", as applied to claim 18 above, and further in view of Thomas et al (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,005,969, hereinafter referred to as "Thomas"). 

Krinsky-Fenton teaches generally all except for the: the computer is coupled to a network 
or an Internet server so that the decorative element data from a remote location is searchable or 
recallable, or the decorative element data is stored on a remote computer. 

Thomas teaches a system for manipulation in the design and selection of decorative 
window coverings; wherein, the decorative samples or designs can be stored on a remote 
computer connected to a network or an internet server so that the decorative element data from a 
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remote location is searchable or recallable, or the decorative element data is stored on a remote 
computer, see abstract. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the remote computer or an internet server as taught by Thomas in the 
Krinsky-Fenton system because this would provide an enhanced selection program process 
which would conveniently and effectively assist vendors as well as customer to be able to 
perform selective shopping for decoration designs. 

Claims 19 and 28 are dependent upon the base claim 18, and are therefore rejected on the 
same reasons set forth in claim 18, and by the reasons discussed above. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. They are U.S. Patents Nos.: 6,664,972 issued to Eichel et al, and 6,920,606 issued to 
Jablonski et al., which teach systems and methods for designing treatments for interior spaces. 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Henry N. Tran whose telephone number is 571-272-7760. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, RICHARD A. HJERPE can be reached on 571-272-7691. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2629 
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